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thought of all you could possibly need to get you home to
Ithaca or to any port you might choose?9'
' I was utterly downcast. I could only explain that two things
had combined to bring me to this pass, a rascally crew and a fatal
sleep. "But my friends," I went on, "won't you put things right
for me? You easily could."
<My humble appeal had no effect. The sons held their tongues.
Their father answered only to denounce me. "Begone from this
island instantly!" he cried. "The world holds no greater sinner
than you, and I am not one to entertain and equip a man detested
by the blessed gods. Your very presence here is proof of their
enmity. Be off!"
*Thus he dismissed me from his palace, and all my protests
went for nothing. We left the island and resumed our journey
in a state of gloom; and the heart was taken out of my men by
the wearisome rowing, though it was certainly through our
own folly that the friendly breeze we had before enjoyed now
failed us.
^or six days we forged ahead, never lying up even at night,
and on the seventh we came to Telepylus, Lamus' stronghold in ,
the Laestrygonian land, where shepherds bringing in their flocks
at night hail and are answered by their fellows driving out at
dawn. For in this land nightfall and morning tread so closely on
each other's heels that a man who could do without sleep might
earn a double set of wages, one as a neatherd and the other for
shepherding white flocks of sheep. Here we found an excellent
harbour, closed in on all sides by an unbroken ring of preci-
pitous cliffs, with two bold headlands facing each other at the
mouth so as to leave only a narrow channel in between. The cap-
tains of my squadron all steered their craft straight into the cover
and tied up in the sheltered waters within. They remained close
together, for it was obvious that the spot was never exposed to
a heavy or even a moderate sea, and the weather outside was
bright and calm. But I did not follow them. Instead I brought
my ship to rest outside the cove and made her fast with a cable to
a rock at the end of the point. I then climbed the headland to get

